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[- EDITORIALS | 





Needed—A New Policy! 


What good has been accomplished by our 
continued recognition of and dealing with Com- 
munism? A calm review of what has taken 
place, particularly in the last ten years, will 
show that the Communist avowed aim of world 
domination has increasingly become a reality; 
that through intrigue, infiltration, double-cross- 
ing and direct aggression, Communist control 
has continued to flow across and engulf the peo- 
ples of the world and that today Communism 
is stronger than ever belore. 


What is Communism’s greatest single asset? 
The recognition of Communist regimes by the 
nations of the free world and the latter's con- 
tinued dealing with Communist governments on 
a basis of moral equality. 


Our honest desire for world peace has blinded 
our eyes to the fact that world peace is a blessing 
conferred by God, the result of putting Him 
first, and not the result of negotiations and 
intrigues with those who deny Him and His 
Christ. 


The writer is no prophet, but, if the prin- 
ciples of national life and behavior outlined in 
the Holy Scriptures are true, principles which 
show conclusively that God deals not only with 
individuals but also with nations, then it would 
seem inevitable that world historians of a future 
generation will be forced to agree that America’s 
downlall—along with other free nations—had 
its inception in our official recognition of Russia 
in 1931 and this has gained increasing momen- 
tum in the subsequent dealings with Commu- 
nism. We have looked upon Communism as 
something which can be 


negotiated with and 
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treated as worthy of tolerance and peaceful co- 
existence. 


If this thesis is correct, and with all our heart 
we believe that it is, then the greatest blow 
which could be struck against world Commu- 
nism today would be complete separation from 
it and refusal to accord it any form of diplo- 
matic recognition whatsoever, and along with 
this the severing of every form of economi 
intercourse, “strategic” or otherwise. 


This would not mean war. It would, how- 
ever, bring joy and hope to tens of millions of 
peoples living under Communist rule and it 
would add impetus to the process of disintegra- 
tion and destruction from within, the seeds ol 
which already exist but which are being re- 
strained at present by free world policies. 


There are those who would cry out that such 
a reversal would but add to present world ten- 
sions. One wonders how much greater these 
tensions might be. Are not tensions themselves 
the result of our own temporizing with Com- 
munism? Are we not giving world Commu- 
nism greater opportunities for creating these 
tensions by our present approach? 


There are others who feel that Communism 
is here to stay and that we must learn to live 
with it, no matter how much we may distrust 
and dislike it. Why sleep in the bed with a 
rattle snake? Why play with loaded dice? Why 
be foolish enough to think that “Russian rou- 
lette’’ is a game? Why not be realistic and face 
the fact that men and nations stand or fall 
before God on the basis of their relationships to 
Him? Why stand in jeopardy of a policy which 
temporizes with the Devil? 


Also, there are those so determined to have 
world peace that they naively think such can be 
the result of man-made plans which leave God 
out of account. 
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Finally, a complete break with Communist 
governments would face such a barrage of op- 
position that even the hardiest politician may 
shrink from facing it. 


This opposition will stem from a number of 
sources, many of them unrelated. The Commu- 
nists and fellow travelers in our midst would 
cry to high heaven because continued recog- 
nition is the greatest single asset Communism 
has in the world today. Communists and thei 
non-Christian long-haired followers will smear, 
attack, revile and call to their aid the consti- 
tutional guarantees of our nation to protect them 
while they work unremittingly to destroy the 
Constitution which makes freedom possible. 


The theorist and the perennial do-gooder 
who conluse the material offerings of Commu- 
nism with righteousness and social progress, will 
rise up to defend our continued cooperation 
with the Communist order. 


Church leaders and organizations which centet 
their gospel in a man-made utopia, and in the 
universal Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of 
man, would oppose what to them would be a 
reversal of the trend towards one world—some- 
thing essential in their concept of Christianity. 


Many good people, true Christians, would op- 
pose such a move from varied motives: temerity, 
ignorance and unwarranted optimism, for in- 
stance. 


But, to the writer, the best way to arrive at 
a decision is through a simple review of what 
has taken place under our present policy. All 
along the line we are losing the cold war. Com- 
munism may slow down on one front only to 
accelerate the pressures in another. Like an 
amoeba it is a constantly moving and invading 
organism of evil and we temporize with it at 
terrible cost, and that because we are afraid to 
do what is right, regardless of the apparent con- 
sequences. 


We have little hope that, at this time, our 
nation will initiate and implement a policy of 
complete isolation of Communism, so far as 
diplomatic and economic matters are concerned, 
but we believe the time will come when we will 
either do so or fervently wish that we had taken 
the step when it had in it remedial power. 


We believe such a step would be followed by 


motive in man’s relationships with man, and 
of nations with nations, is to honor God 
and to do His holy will. A complete break with 
Communism would certainly seem to be in 
accord with such a motive. It would be a recog- 
nition of Communism for what it really is—a 
monstrous evil, the very antithesis of the way of 
righteousness. 


We started by walking with Communism. 
Then we stood with Communism. Now we sit 
with Communism, on a basis of moral and po- 
litical equality. 


The First Psalm shows a different road to 
“blessedness”’. 
—L.N.B. 





“The Shot That Will Be 
SEEN Around the World” 


These were the words heading an ad in Time 
Magazine, of recent date, by Martin of Balti- 
more. The ad writer stated that in less than 
6,000 working hours “a voice will toll off the 
final seconds to a zero count that will com- 
mence the greatest adventure in our time. That 
zero count will launch ESV Vanguard - the 
Earth Satellite Vehicle that is to take its place 
in history as man’s first exploratory step in 
the conquest of the final frontier - space itself.” 
rhis will be an interesting experiment and will 
doubtless be watched with breathless excitement 
by all astronomers and astro-physicists. 


God's intervention in our Space - Time world 
which we celebrated approximately 170 hours 
ago was an even greater adventure. This new 
gadget that will circle the earth every one hun- 
dred and ninety minutes, will soon “disinte- 
grate” according to the ad. God’s “Great Ad- 
venture” into the world is just as forceful, just 
as life-giving as it, (He), was, two thousand 
years ago. Jesus Christ is “once for all” our 
adequate sacrifice and perfect redeemer. Do 
we realize that He is also our Eternal Contem- 
porary. He speaks, acts, redeems and guides in 
the “here and now.” His words are just as 
vital and life-giving for 1956 as for the first 
century A. D. 


He walks up and down the aisles and into 
the pulpits of churches and cathedrals, of mis- 
sion huts and rescue halls, wherever humble 
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heart still beats with deep compassion for His 
scattered sheep out on the “mountains wild and 
high.” 


He has not deserted His Church nor His world 
today. We believe, He is moving, even now in 
1956, to do great things among His people. His 
Book points to a wonderful day of deliverance 
for all mankind. 


Before you doubt these plans of our Christ 


and Lord, read carefully the words of the 
Prophets. 

’ Isaiah (11:9) and Habakkuk (2-14) 
utter almost identical statements. The latter 


says “For the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the Sea.”” Isaiah prefaces this with another 
grand declaration, “They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain.” Further in 
Chapter 12:5, Isaiah, in telling of this glorious 
consummation, delivers this warm exhortation, 
“Sing unto the Lord; for He hath done excel- 
lent things; this is known in all the earth.” 
Joel, in announcing God’s promise of His out- 
poured Spirit, did not vouchsate Him for a 
remnant in Israel only, but declared, “I will 
pour out my spirit upon ALL FLESH”, (Joel 
2:28). His purposes are so far- ‘reaching that they 
stagger the most vivid imagination. They were 
certainly given for our rich profit and clear en- 
couragement, and for all the world. 


He, the Great Contemporary, will relieve the 
Soviet-dominated satellite nations. He will open 
China anew for the preaching of the Gospel. 
He will not only revitalize American Christian- 
ity, giving it both the depth and_ perspective 
which it seems to need today, but He will also 
reach out across the seven seas, wherever, “‘Is- 
lands lift their fronded palms in air,” to save, 
to inspire, to bless. “Ask of me and I will give 
Thee the heathen for thine inheritance and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession,’ 
is His challenging invitation. “Call upon me 
and [| will answer thee and will show thee 
great and mighty things which thou knowest 
not’, (Jer. 33:3) is His tremendous offer. 


We need men with loftier vision and planet- 
wide intercession. God can use those who are 
humble enough and who are truly consumed by 
His freely-given Spirit to witness here and else- 
where, locally and throughout the world. 


The world is brought to our doors this day 
by news dispatches and radio announcements. 
Lying on my desk to be answered is a letter 
from one of my best friends in Formosa, a card 
from a Brazilian pastor, another from Japan 
and one from a friend in Jerusalem. God wants 
to remind us over and over that He 

loved the WORLD” 


moves 


again 


and that Jesus Christ 
today through our prayers, witness and 
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sacrifices to bring in that innumerable multi- 
tude that no man can number, out of all climes 
and kindreds and tongues and peoples. Will you 
trust Him more completely? Will you witness 
more clearly? Will you pray more widely a 
count more fully upon the promises of God j 

1956?) Our Eternal Contemporary is inainding 
on! “Forward with Christ’, is our Church’s in- 
spiring slogan. —R.W.C. 


East of Suez 
Being a skeleton outline on the poetic text: 


East of Suez, where the 


worst: 


“Ship me somewhere 
best is like the 


And there 
man can raise 


arn't no ten commandments, and 


a thirst.” 
Now we suppose that when Kipling made 
this contribution to literature - an extract from 
“Mandalay,” - he had no thought of America. 
But the earth being round, the United States 
could qualify geographically. And human na 
ture being what it is, our country is herein de- 
livered a solar plexus morally and spiritually. 
To wit: 


The Ten Commandments: 


I. No other gods - and we 
Greek story about as many 
idle tale! 


fancied that the 
gods as men was an 


Il. No graven image, nor any likeness - con- 
demn Rome; but at the same time, look at ou 
Sunday school pictures of the Saviour: and com- 
mercialized! 


III. Not God’s Name in vain 
preachers, of course, being excepted! 


books and 


IV. Remember the Sabbath Day - for a picnic. 
And no place for Church-goers to park down- 
town on account of other Church members park- 
ing for movies. 


V. Honor father and mother - yea, by 
repression and = non-inhibition; by 
guarding little junior’s ego? 
nile delinquency, like 


non- 
jealously 
And reaping juve- 
a whirlwind! 


VI. Not kill; but two MILLION major crimes 
per year, or one each 13.9 seconds. Every day, 
THIRTY-FIVE SLAIN!! 


VII. Not adultery: vet lechery damnable 


cinema scenes, “wile-a-week clubs”, one-out-of- 
three marriage for divorce. 
VIII. Not steal but basketball sell-outs, 


lur-coats, deep freezes 
land scandals. 


IX. No false witness: albeit commy 
“Lest I incriminate myself’: lies in 
multiple as on peoples’ tongues! 


housing hoaxes, veteran 


trials, 
books as 
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X. Not covet; but every day 6000 car thieves 
caught. And if so much overt, how much more, 
hidden! 


Plus “thirst” - and SEVENTY MILLION 
alcohol users, with FIVE million drinkers to ex- 
cess; ONE MILLION alcoholics!! TEN BIL- 
LION DOLLAR business in intoxicating liquor 

the potential basis for all crime and fearfully 
much actual. But how necessary for taxes!! The 
commonwealth’s bills paid in BLOOD! 


The debauched evidently did not know that 
each of the commandments are for the direct 
and immediate blessing of those who will obey 
them. Nor does anyone now who babies thirst, 
suppose that he is flinging wide the door of 


hell. 


We repeat: If a man goes far enough, wavel- 
ing East, he will come to our fair land. We 
have gone far enough, too far. We are East of 
Suez right now! And irony added to tragedy 
is that the Church members are largely respon- 
sible. If they would cease violating the Com- 
mandments, as also the laws of common sense 
and health, there would be a great reform - if 
they would - a two-letter word meaning “per- 
adventure.” It therefore, there be found any 
statesmanship, if any patriotism, if any loyalty, 
if any concern lor our country and for our peo- 
ple, if real religion, if honor to God, let Christian 
folk stand up and put a stop to this criminality. 
The answer to “Lord, how long?” is “Christians 


arise!!”’ R.F.G. 


Justification 
PAUL AND JESUS 


In the course of his timely address on justili- 
cation at St. Andrews, Professor ]. Jeremias of 
Goettingen has an interesting treatment of the 
origin of Paul's doctrine. 


Speaking of the matter of justification he linds 
the answer simple. “Nowhere is the connection 
between Paul and Jesus so clear as here. The 
Pauline doctrine of justification has its origin 
in the conflict with Judaism, i.e. with the at- 
tempt to save oneself. The same conflict appears 
in the conflict of Jesus with the Pharisees in 
regard to their self-righteousness. Both Jesus 
and Paul are sure that nobody is so far from 
Jesus as the self-righteous person. The Pauline 
doctrine of justification is the development of 
the preaching of salvation by our Lord: “Blessed 
are the poor’ (Mt. 5:3); ‘I am not come to 
call the righteous but sinners’ (Mt. 9:15); it is 
also the central message of His parables. ‘This 
is the character of God. He is the God of the 
poor and needy, of the despairing and them 
who have no merit. Both Jesus and Paul pro- 
claim God's great gilt. Jesus says: “The beggars 
before God are blessed’; Paul says “The ungodly 
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ones are justified.’ It is the same message, only 
the terms are changed. 


“Regarding the origin of the language, Lk. 
18:14 is to be consulted: “This man went down 
to his house justified rather than the other.’ 
Has Luke made use of the Pauline terminology? 
This was formerly my view. But against this 
hypothesis is the semitizing construction dedt- 
kanomenos parekeinon where (1) The passive 
is used as a circumlocution for the Divine name; 
(2) and the para is the rendering of an Aramaic 
exclusive ‘min’. ‘God has justified him, and not 
the other.” These Semitisms exclude the possi- 
bility that Lk. 18:14 is a Paulinizing ftormula- 
tion, since it is impossible that Luke should 
have altered a thesis of Paul formulated in 
fluent Greek to a bad semitizing Greek. Rather 
Luke 18:14 has the priority. Jesus was the first 
to designate the acceptance of the sinner by 
God as dikaiousthai, i.e. as an anticipated escha- 
tological acquittal. Paul's doctrine of justifica- 
tion is, then in matter and in language simply 
a development of our Lord’s own teaching.” 


How has Paul developed that formulation? 
In place of the Judaistic formula that a man is 
justified or accepted by God on the basis of 
works; Paul teaches that the just obtains life 
by faith. “Faith takes the place of deeds.” But 
does this mean that one’s faith as a_ psysco- 
logical phenomenon is an achievement for the 
sake of which God justifies? “It is an achieve- 
ment for the sake of which God justifies, but 
not man’s own achievement; it is the achieve- 
ment of Christ for man on the Cross.” Faith is 
only the receptive instrument “which seizes 
the redemptive work of Jesus with both hands 
and presents it to God saying: ‘I believe that 
Christ gave Himself for me.’ (Gal. 2:20) .” God 
accepts the faith and justifies the believer in 
Christ freely, of pure grace. It is nothing of our 
own that we sinners can bring before God. Our 
righteousness comes from God (Ph. 3:9). “Thus 
the sola fide describes man’s way to get right- 
eousness, the sola gratia describes God’s action 
when attributing righteousness.” And this jus- 
tification by faith alone—grace alone is nothing 
else than the forgiveness of sins. 


Culled trom The Expository Times, Septem- 
ber 1955 by WCR. 





Hilarious Giving or 
Spontaneous Giving 
By Dr. Frank A. Brown 


I have just had the privilege of sharing in 
the fourth annual World Mission Conference 
of the First Presbyterian church, Chattanooga. 
For fifty years I have attended missionary con- 
ferences of many kinds; but never one like this. 
The meetings, three a day, ran for a week. 
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The preaching by Dr. 
magnificent. He brought two messages each 
day, laying the scriptural foundation for the 
dedication of life and money. Secretaries from 
our Board of World Missions made challenging 
appeals. Ten missionaries gave inspiring testi- 
monies. Sometimes they impersonated their 
converts of distant lands, giving their life 
stories with telling effect. There were other 
original features. Beautiful colored pictures 
were thrown on the screen, following luncheon 
each day. Sunday, the Young People of the 
church invited the missionaries, to a luncheon 
conference when questions were asked and an- 
swered. The whole conference was highlighted 
by a delightful informal fellowship. The pro- 
gram had been planned months in advance. 
Churches wishing to investigate this method 
should write and get a blue-print of their plan- 
ning. But prayer and planning went hand in 
hand. We held a daily prayer meeting, and felt 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. 


Harold Ockenga was 


I counted the photogr: aphs of 37 missionaries, 
whom this church is supporting in whole or 
in part, on the walls of the educational building 
and now they set their target for five additional 
missionaries and a plane to fly over the great 
forests of the mighty Amazon - the goal? - eighty 
thousand dollars. 


Sunday morning, the last day olf the 
ence, dawned dark and gloomy. We had fonged 
for good weather, but the Lord sent days of 
heavy rain, and this climactic day, was no ex- 
ception. But the Lord was there. Sunday morn- 
ing the subscriptions for 1956 went to $55,000.00. 
Sunday afternoon they crossed the $65,000.00 
line, going up. Sunday night they crossed the 
$77,000.00 mark, still going up, feeling sure it 
would go beyond $80,000.00 when members who 
had not attended were contacted. The smallest 
individual gift was 19 cents, the largest $2,000.00. 
A Bible class gave 55,000.00, the young people 
$3,000.00. 


conter- 


I never expected any venerable, dignified, 
Presbyterian church, to break forth spontaneous- 
ly into singing Hallelujah, and applaud, as they 
did. The joy and enthusiasm of the givers was 
beautiful to see. Visitors from distant churches 
attended, who will carry the fire back to their 
own churches. One delegation of elders drove 
more than 200 miles. Missionaries are returning 
to their fields refreshed by this experience of 
the loyalty of the home church. 


A few days later I happened to visit Presby- 
terian Center, Atlanta. In rehearsing the good 
news, of course I safeguarded my optimism by 
mentioning that Chattanooga First gives liber- 
ally to the other causes. “That is right,” said 
a Board secretary, “that church goes over the 


top for all the causes.” 
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The lesson? Many of us have known for 
years, that knowledge of world missions, fine 
programs, literature, visual aids, and contact 
with missionaries are not enough, if our church 
is to go beyond our present giving, which is a 
little more than two postage stamps per week, 
per member. The General Assembly in its new 
missionary platform of 1908 startled and awoke 
the church. It challenged the whole church to 
give to foreign missions, a per capita of fou 
postage stamps a week. Our members must be 
given the opportunity to implement their in- 
terest by voluntary giving, to whatever cause 
appeals to them, with the assurance that none 
of their gifts will be regimented nor diverted 
to other causes. Chattanooga First, and some 
other churches have shown that our rank and 
file will give generously to World Missions if 
given the opportunity. 





THY PEOPLE OFFER THEMSELVES 
WILLINGLY IN THE DAY OF THY 
POWER. 
Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Sunday, January 15, Matthew 7:7-12. What 


two extreme types of behavior toward others 
do you find in vv.1-5 and v.62 How does the 
teaching of v.12 steer a middle course between 
them? How does the Golden Rule avoid each 
extreme? Verses 7-11 offer the divine help that 
is necessary to follow the teaching of v.12. What 
picture do vv.7-8 give of the expectancy the 
Christian can have for such help? How do 
vv.9-11 further show God’s willingness to answer 
the prayers of His children? Luke 11:13 sub- 
stitutes “the Holy Spirit” for the “good things” 
of v.11. What is un-Christian about the behavior 
of vv.1-5? of v.6? Are you guilty of either ex- 
treme? Ask for a further measure of God's Spirit 
in your life that you may live up to the com- 
mand of v.12. 


Monday, January 16, I John 4:7-12. John 
is trying to keep his readers from following 
false teachers (vv.1,3,6). What is characteristic 
of these false teachers (vv.5,8)? What relation 
to God do those who possess the truth have 


(vv.12,13) ? What should be characteristic of 
their lives (vv.7,11,12)? How can a person 
know if God’s nature abides in him (v.13)? 


What —— of love has God provided for 
us (vv.9-10)? Though a false teacher may put 
up a good appearance, is it possible for God's 
love really to be a part of his life (vv.5,6) ? 
What damage can false teaching do to the Chris- 
tian fellowship? Is God's love reflected in your 


life? 


Tuesday, January 17, John 15:7-11. What 
two conditions must we meet according to v.7 
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before we can expect unqualified answers to 
our prayers? How do these two conditions pre- 
vent us from asking selfishly? How should they 
enable us to pray according to the will of God? 
if v.7a describes the condition of our hearts, 
whom will we desire to honor in our lives 
(v.8)? Do you desire to bear fruit for Him 
(v.8)? What commandment (v.10) does Jesus 
call upon His disciples to keep to abide in 
His love (v.12)? What examples of love are 
set forth for them (v.9)? How do the teachings 
of vv.7-10 parallel the two great commandments 
of the Old Testament (Matthew 22:37-40)? Do 
you find genuine joy in loving the Lord and 
fellow-Christians as a result of Christ’s abiding 
in you (v.11)? 


Wednesday, January 18, Isaiah 26:3-4. Isaiah 
sees beyond history after the Day of Judgment 
to the Church triumphant. Read 25:1 - 26:6. 
What has happened to the enemies of Zion 
(e.g., Moab, 25:10)? What verses mark the 
complete triumph of the Lord over evil? Notice 
the attitude of heart of those who inhabit the 
Kingdom of Zion (25:1,3,9; 26:3,4). How is 
the spiritual elt haba of God's people described 
(25:6; 26:3)? What will the Lord’s triumph 
do for the weak, poor and oppressed (25:4,6,8; 
26:3,4,6) 2? Meditate on what this last group of 


verses can mean to your own spiritual life? 
What is vour basic attitude toward the Lord? 
How has He been a shelter and a strength to 
you? 


Thursday, January 19, Psalm 92:1-4. What 
indication of enthusiasm do you see in the 
Psalmist’s desire to express himself as to God's 
goodness to him? Are you rather slow about 
giving outward expression to your inner faith? 
What do you think it would do tor yout 
spiritual life if you did? Verses 12-15 probably 
describe the inner life of the Psalmist himself. 
Could a lack of richness in your spiritual life 
be one reason behind your slowness to speak 
of spiritual things? What phrases in vwv.1-2. re- 
veal what is involved in the Psalmist’s expres- 
sion of his faith? In what ways can you express 
thanks for God’s love and faithfulness to you? 


Friday, January 20, Ephesians 1:16-23. The 
faith of the Ephesians was heartening to behold 
(vv.15-16, Rev. 2:1-3). Jesus does rebuke them, 
however for “losing their first love” (Rev. 2:4). 
Read Paul’s Ephesian prayer for them (1:16-23) 
in the light of their need. In vv.17-18a what 
general prayer request does he make in behalf 
of the church? Try to catalog the specific 
prayer requests that are listed in 18b-19? How 
would knowing the hope of their faith, the 
richness of their inheritance, and the greatness 
of God's power help these Christians who had 
“lost their first love?”” How would a realiza- 
tion of who Christ is (vv.20-23) strengthen a 
waning allegiance? Do you pray for others in 
the light of their spiritual needs? 
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Saturday, January 21, Luke 11:9-13; Aets 
2:38-39. What conditions does Jesus set forth 
in Luke 11:9-11 for the receiving of the Holy 
Spirit (v.13)? How ready is God to give His 
Spirit (vv.11-13)? Acts 2 tells us what is in- 
volved in asking for the Holy Spirit. Notice 
that sorrow for sin (v.38) and turning from 
sin (v.40) are involved. A personal acceptance 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins is 
necessary (vv.38,41). Do you think that God 
would send His Spirit, who is pure and holy, 
into the life of an individual who wants to 
persist in sin and filth (vv.38,40)? Do you 
desire fellowship with God and yet at the same 
time want to persist in sin? 
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Dear Sirs: 

I have just come across the 
L.. Nelson Bell entitled, “Christian Race Re- 
lations Must Be Natural, Not Forced” which 
is a reprint of an article which appeared in your 
\ugust 17, 1955 issue. 


leaflet by Dr. 


[his article by Dr. Bell so clearly expresses 
my own views of this controversial matter, that 
I would like to order two hundred copies (200) 
sent to the above adddress for use with our 
missionaries, candidates and other interested 
parties. 


Enclosed please tind check for 
as stated in the leaflet. 


$2.00 tor cost 


Very truly yours, 

Harold T. Commons, President 

\ssociation of Baptists for 
World Evangelism 

Philadelphia, Pa. 





Help me understand your editorial about 
snake handling (Journal of December 2Ist). I 
know the main thrust of it deals with relations 
with U.S.S.R., but how is “Snake Handling” 
tempting God's providence in the light of such 
passages as Mark 16:14-18, Luke 10:17-20, Isaiah 
11: 1-10, ete? 

Sincerely, 
David Currie 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Texas City, Texas 


We are not sure whether someone is trying 
to pull the editor's leg or not, but here is our 
answer: 


In both Mark and Luke there clearly seems to 
be the thought of God’s protection in the face 
of dangers encountered in the line of duty, in 
the course of witnessing for Him. Paul had 
this experience when a deadly snake bit him 
on Malta, (Acts 28:3-6). There are probably 
many other unrecorded incidents along that line. 
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Many missionaries have experienced God’s pro- 
tection in our own day. The writer was one of 
seven missionaries in China who ate “Angel- 
food cake”, made with arsenic instead of baking 
powder. There was such a large amount of 
arsenic that we became violently ill and vom- 
ited it up; otherwise we all would probably 
have died. 


But, there is probably more than a literal 
aspect of these promises, for our Lord identifies 
opposition to the Gospel with Satan and his 
minions and, as in Job’s experience, these phys- 
ical dangers can well be the direct planning of 
Satan. Luke 10:20 is compatible with this idea. 





On the other hand, the Snake-Handling cult 
to which we referred in the editorial is a group 
of people who deliberately seek out the dange 
of a snake-bite to show their “faith”. Satan 
tempted our Lord to deliberately throw Him. 
self down from a battlement of the temple to 
prove the truth of a promise in Psalm 91. But 
He countered with the assertion that such would 
be a wilful “tempting” of God. 

As to Isaiah 11: One cannot be dogmati 
about this but this ts probably a description of 
the situation which will obtain when we have 
a “new heaven and a new earth’. It certainl 
has nothing to do with wilful snake handling, 
referred to in the editorial. Eprror 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JANUARY 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Parables on Discipleship 


Background Scripture: Luke 14 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 10:24-42 


When we read what Jesus says about “Discipleship” we may be inclined to feel that the require- 
ments are pretty severe, until we remember that He never asks of us anything that He has not endured 


Himself. In our Devotional Reading are these words: 


The disciple is not above his master not 


the servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as 
his lord. Do they call us names? criticize and ridicule? say mean things about us? persecute and 


kill? They did all this to Him. Are we tempted 
to be afraid? Let us remember that God will 
take care of us. We are of more value than 
many sparrows, and He cares for them. Are 
we tempted to be ashamed of Him? deny Him? 
refuse to confess Him belore men? Then He 
will be forced to deny us before His Father. 
Do we face persecution even in our own homes; 
are our foes those of our own household? Judas, 
one of the Twelve, who ate with Him, betrayed 
Him. Do we shrink from the thought of losing 
our lives for Him? He gave His lite for us. 


Remember, too, that, “He that receiveth you, 
receiveth Me.” If we suffer with Him, we shall 
also reign with Him. We will be richly reward- 
ed for all that we have done or suffered. Those 
who minister to us will also be rewarded. 


In these parables we have illustrations of the 
meaning of discipleship. As we study them 
keep in mind the fact stated in the Hymn: It 
is the way the Master went; shall not the servant 
tread it still? The Son of God goes forth to 
war, a Kingly crown to gain: Who follows in 
His train? When James and John asked for the 
places of honor and authority, Jesus asked them 
the question: Are ye able to drink of the cup 
that I shall drink of, Or be baptized with the 
baptism that | am baptized with? If we follow 
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Him we will have to drink a cup of woe, and 
travel through sorrow, toil, and pain. Are we 
able? 


I. The Disciple Must Be Humble: 14:7-11. 

This is the first of the parables in this chap- 
ter. It is the simple story which was suggested 
by what He saw. He watched some people who 
had been invited to a feast and saw them select- 
ing the “chief seats.” It reminds us of the way 
people act in Washington when there is a recep- 
tion. I have read that there is a feeling of envy 
and jealousy when someone takes a higher place 
in the line than they are supposed to take. 
Human nature has not changed in all these 
years. He warns these “‘place-seekers” that they 
had better take a lower seat. It would be far 
less embarrassing for the master of the house 
to say, “go up higher,” than to say, “step down 
a bit” and let this man have your place. 


By this parable, or true story, Jesus teaches 
the great lesson of humility. He had often 
spoken of this, and later illustrated what He 
meant by washing the feet of the disciples. It 
seemed harder for them to learn this lesson than 
any other, for even with the shadow of the 
cross almost upon them they disputed among 
themselves who should be the greatest. 
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| am sure that this is still a much needed 
lesson. One of the most disgraceful and dis- 
gusting things in the world is to see a minister 
of the Gospel seeking a big church, or a big 
position. I even heard of a case where certain 
students in the Seminary pledged each other 
to work for their mutual advancement. I won- 
der what Paul would have thought of such 
proceedings. Then, when we see the pomp and 
display which is often present at church gather- 
ings, we almost feel that preachers are like 
movie “stars,” and “like to be first.” The pages 
of Church History are covered with accounts 
of men high in the Church who were jealous 
of rivals, and who would “move heaven and 
earth” to advance themselves. To all such the 
words of Jesus are a solemn warning: Whoso- 
ever exalteth himself shall be abased, and who- 
soever humbleth himself shall be exalted. Truly 
“The last shall be first, and the first last,” 
when God does the judging. Let each of us 
search our own hearts and watch out for the 
least sign of this “self-exaltation.” It can be 
as true of “little folk” as of “big folk.” The 
motto of John the Baptist is a splendid one: 
He must increase: I must decrease. We may 
be envious because someone has a_ bigger ot 
better church than we have. This sin belongs 
to our “Old Man”: to our fallen human nature. 
Put on the “New Man.” If Christ is in us we 
will have the true spirit of humility; let this 
mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus. 


I. The Disciple must be Kind to the Poor and 
Needy: 12-14. 

This was Jesus’ way. “The Least, the Last, 
and the Lost” were the ones He tried to help. 
I do not think that He is forbidding us to 
have our kinsfolk and friends to a meal, o1 
feast. He Himself went to the marriage feast 
at Cana where there were His own people. He 
means, however, that we should think of, and 
care for the needy. We will not get any special 
reward for having our friends to dinner. We 
get our reward as we have fellowship together, 
and they will invite us in return. There are 
those who cannot repay us; the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind. Let us remembet 
them and share with them the feast of good 
things which God has given to us. Then we 
may expect our reward from the One Who 
gave to us. 


We may not be able to do this in just the 
way it was done in Jesus’ day. They had no 
organized charities. We go about it in a dif- 
ferent way. You see the kettle of the Salvation 
Army worker about Christmas time; you hear 
the appeals of the United Work which includes 
many organizations. This is the customary way 
of taking care of the poor and needy in ow 
day. This does not exclude our doing in a per- 
sonal way what we can to help those whom 
we know about. There is a joy and satisfaction 
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about this sort of giving which we miss when 
we just “throw in” our bit into a common pool. 
Job did it in this personal way. It would be 
a wonderful experience to have a feast and in- 
vite all the poor people of the community to 
share it with you. It does not seem practicable 
for us. The lesson for us is: DO IT SOME 
WAY, and DO IT IN THE NAME OF THE 
CHURCH AND OF CHRIST. Do not let other 
organizations, made up of Christian people to 
a large extent, get the reward which rightly 
belongs to us as His Disciples. Even a cup ol 
cold water, given in His name, will be rewarded. 


III. A Disciple Must Accept the Invitation: 15-24. 


One of them that sat at meat with him said, 
Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the king- 
dom of God. The invitation to be a disciple 
is an invitation to a FEAST. (See Isaiah 55). 
This invitation is not accepted by many. There 
are those who have “excuses” for not coming. 
They are not “reasons”. Not a_ single one 
of those who were invited had a good reason 
for not accepting. All of them simply put some- 
thing else ahead of the invitation. The real 
reason for their not coming was that they did 
not want to come. Examine the parable and 
see how flimsy were their excuses. 


Many people of the world treat the gospel 
invitation in just this way. It is hard to get 
unsaved persons to even come to hear the gos- 
pel. When we have a Revival at a church the 
very ones who ought to be there are absent— 
the cold and indifferent, and the lost. When 
you invite them to come, they put up the same 
sort of meaningless excuses. This parable had 
its first application to the Jews themselves. They 
were the first to be invited; He came unto 
His own, the lost sheep of the House of Israel. 
Paul tells them very plainly that they considered 
themselves unworthy of eternal life, so he turns 
to the Gentiles. 


The “Great Supper” is not to be a failure. 
Ihe master of the house commands his servants 
that they go out quickly into the streets and 
lanes of the city and bring in the poor and 
the maimed and halt and blind. This was 
done, and yet there was room, so the lord said, 
Go out into the highways and hedges and com- 
pel them to come that my house may be filled. 
He pronounces judgment upon those who would 
not come; None of those men which were bid- 
den shall taste of my supper. 


This is being fulfilled in our day. Many 
outcasts of the city; many far off heathen, are 
accepting the invitation while many in our land 
of gospel privilege and opportunity are refusing 
to come. 


IV. The Disciple Must Count the Cost: 25-35. 


The first part of this must be taken in a 
figurative, and not literal sense. We know that 
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no Christian, no Disciple of the Loving Master, 
is to literally “hate” father and mother, wife 
and children. We are taught to love even our 
enemies. The word “hate” must be taken in 
a relative sense. Even those whom we love best 
are not to stand between us and Christ. He 
must be first in our love and devotion. This 
does not destroy our love for our own families; 
it makes it sweeter and stronger. I believe a 
Christian loves his home more than an _ un- 


believer. Sometimes, however, especially — in 
heathen lands, a man has to choose between his 
family and Christ; may have to turn his back 
on father and mother; “hate” them in_ this 
sense. Jesus illustrates “Counting the Cost” by 
two short parables: one about the man who 
built a tower, and the other, of going to war. 
Being a Disciple of the meek and lowly Jesus 
is a “Costly Adventure,” but it is worth all 
it costs and far more. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 22 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Building A High School In Brazil 


Hymn: “Ye Christian Heralds, Go Proclaim” 
Praye 

Scripture: Romans 10:8-15 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Our program for last week sought to refresh 
our knowledge of Brazil. We learned that Brazil 
has made great strides of progress in recent 
vears and that her possibilities for further de- 
velopment are almost unlimited. We learned 
that one of the deepest needs of that great land 
is for spiritual enlightenment which can come 
to them only through a faithful proclamation 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are encour- 
aged that the Evangelical church in Brazil is 
growing so rapidly and that our denomination 
is making a valuable contribution through its 
mission work there. 


We come now to the part that Presbyterian 
young people are playing in strengthening the 
Christian work in Brazil. Last vear, and again 
this year, one of our financial objectives is 
helping with the building of a Christian high 
school in Brazil. Our speakers will tell us of 
the location of this school, of the need for it, 
and of what we can learn from these Brazilian 
Christians who are building the school. 


First SPEAKER: 

In the interior of Brazil (show the location 
on a map, if possible) there is a large state 
called Goias. Until a few years ago this terri- 
tory was almost altogether undeveloped. Today 
its capital city, Goiana, numbers 50,000 inhabi- 
tants, and the whole area is being rapidly set- 
tled much as our western states were developed 
a century ago. People are moving to this terri- 
tory of opportunity in large numbers, and the 
church is going with them. The Presbyterian 
church in Goiana has about 300 members. This 
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may not seem like a very large church in a 
city of 50,000, but as we noted last week, Brazil 
is predominantly Roman Catholic. In this light, 
the Presbyterian church of Goiana has made 
great progress to grow to such a size in so short 
a time. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


About three vears ago this church in Goiana 
established a primary school in order that the 
children of the Evangelical families might re- 
ceive education in a definitely Christian atmos- 
phere. Now they want to establish a high school 
that their young people may continue their 
education in this same Christian atmosphere. 
There are public schools in Goiana, and there 
are Roman Catholic high schools, but they are 
terribly crowded and they do not provide the 
moral and spiritual training which the Evan- 
gelical people desire for their children. These 
earnest Christians realize that their country 
needs Christian leaders trom among their own 
people. How can the Christian leaders be pro- 
vided unless there are Christian schools in 
which they may be trained? Being convinced 
of the need of a high school where the young 
people would receive Christian training, the 
members of the church in Goiana set out to 
establish one. ‘They have already secured a 
tine lot, and the first unit of the school is 
under way. The whole project will cost $30,000, 
which is a great amount for so small a congre- 
gation made up of poor people. The people 
of Goiana are doing everything they can, but 
it is obvious that they will need some help. 
This is where we as young people come in. Our 
gifts will make it possible for this school to be 
completed on time. (One of the conditions for 
securing the lot was that the buildings would 
be completed in two years.) We cannot fail to 
see the need for this school, and we ought to 
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pe protoundly thankful that we have been given 
an opportunity to share in so important an 
undertaking. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

In the program last week we observed that 
the majority of the Brazilian people are very 
poor. Many of those who have moved to Goias 
have done so because this new development 
seemed to offer better opportunities. We can 
gather from this that the Evangelicals of Goiana 
have had to make some sacrifices to build a 
church, a primary school, and now a high school. 
It has required great faith for them to under- 
take so much for the Lord, but they have had 
the faith, and the Lord has blessed their efforts. 
Their willingness to sacrifice for Christ and His 
church ought to put us to shame when often- 
times we who have so much do so little. In 
the light of their devotion we can well wonder 
if we know anything about sacrificial giving. 
There are many times when we seem unwilling 
to sacrifice conveniences and comforts not to 
speak of the necessities of life. If we have any 
time left over from other activities or any money 
left over after other expenses, we may considet 
giving it to the Lord. We can be fairly certain 
that there would be no church and no school 
in Goiana if the Christians there had given only 
what was left over of their time and_ thei 
means. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 

There is one other lesson we can learn trom 
the Christians of Goiana, and that is their ap- 
preciation of the importance of education. They 
look on a high school education as a wondertul 
privilege . . . so wonderful that they are willing 
to make heavy sacrifices in order to attain one. 
In this land where high school education is 
available to all we sometimes look on it as a 
burden. Seeing how highly these people prize 
an education ought to make us appreciate ow 
opportunities all the more, and it ought to 
encourage us to work all the harder to make 
the most of our schooling. The Brazilians are 
not appreciative of secular learning only. They 
want their education to have a spiritual content. 
That is why they are determined to have a 
Christian high school even though publi 
schools are available. This ought to increase 
our appreciation of Christian teachers in our 
public schools, and it ought to encourage us to 
do everything in our power to give a clear Chris- 
tian witness in the school of which we are a part. 


Olfering 


Prayer of Dedication (If you do not receive 
a special offering, then dedicate that part of 
your budgeted gifts which will go to build the 
high school in Goiana.) 


Hymn: “We've A Story To Tell To The 
Nations” 
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Women’s Work 


A NEW GIRLS’ HOME, AN 
ANSWER TO PRAYER 
By Mrs. Clara Fisch Hobson, 
Mboi, Africa 
The Annual Conference for Evangelists, their 


wives and children was in full swing at Mboi, 
52. For a week about eighty families lived 





in 1952. 
on the station for worship, instruction and 
Christian fellowship. One afternoon the mis- 
sionary “mamus” invited the evangelists’ daugh- 
ters for a period of games and worship. The 
girls anticipatingly assembled; then arose the 
yearly cry: “When will we have a_ boarding 
Home here? We hear of the girls’ happiness 
on other stations. We want a Home!” How 
the ladies’ hearts ached at the sincere pleas of 
the girls! Some of the girls wished to follow 
school in the higher grades which are offered 
only on the station. The girls were assured 
of the prayers of many Christians for God's 
Leading in the matter; “and”, the mamus said, 
“you too must pray for the Home.” 


Christians of the Kasai and Christians in the 
Home Church increased their prayers to God 
lor this need. In the spring of 1953, the way 
opened up in one week! A building contractor 
at Mboi had just completed several station 
projects and was ready to move on to another 
station. The missionaries prayed and sought 
adequate funds to take advantage of the con- 
tractor’s services while still there with his work- 
men. The building of two permanent rock dor- 
mitories was possible; these could accommodate 
lifty girls. The contractor did his part and 
moved away, but this Answer to Prayer inspired 
further progress, and sufficient temporary build- 
ings, as kitchen, matron’s home, and fence. In 
January of this year, twenty-six excited girls 
entered the Home. 


Christian women leaders are not easy to find 
in Congo, and most have their family responsi- 
bilities; but again prayer was answered and our 
two matrons are products of other Girls’ Homes 
themselves, and are working with us to guide 
Christian girls into Christian women and home- 
builders. 


In June we praised God for His Help when 
another building was finished in the Home. It 
has tables and benches, and serves as a com- 
bination uplift: to lift the Kasai girls’ eating 
habits from the ground to a clean table; and 
to lift the girls’ spiritual habits upward to God 
through worship and Bible study there. 


Mbuyi and Ntumba are planning to leave 
us this year and marry two of our mission stu- 
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dents. We pray that their housekeeping habits 
in the Home, the cooperative Christian com- 
munity spirit of work in the “Fence”, the eve- 
nings of worship together may add up to their 
developing Christian homes of their own whose 
influence may shine to glorify their Lord. “Who 
can find a virtuous woman? for her price is fa 
above rubies. A woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised.” Proverbs 31:10,30. 


HOW MUCH DOES THE CHURCH 
MEAN TO YOUR CHILD 


Not too long ago a_ very attractive, well 
dressed young woman, as she was leaving her 
daughter at the church school door said to the 
teacher in charge, “I do hope you will be able 
to interest Mary. I am very anxious for the 
church to mean something to her.” That was 
not the first time that our Junior Department 
had had such a request and we had our answe 
ready. We tried to tell that mother that the 
church and the church school would do its best, 
but that when all was said and done, if she 
wanted the church to mean something to Mary, 
that she and her whole family would have to 
help Mary know that the church is important. 


We join the church. We, at least theoretically, 
believe in it. We even send our children to 
be taught in its school, but the church is not 
really our life. While staying, as it were, on 
the outer rim olf its activities, we try to seek 
its benetits. The result - we are only irritated. 
We do not like This, we resent That. We won- 
der why This is done. We do not know he 
plans and so we do not understand her program. 
We have put little into the church and as a 
result we are getting little out of it. 


The church will become important to us only 
as we become a part of her program and take 
advantage of all that she has to offer. She 
stands ready to give to us individually or as 
a family three things that are needed every day 
that we live. She offers us a vision of God, 
a study of His word and a challenge to do His 
will. Strong indeed is the family who is seek- 
ing these things. Stronger still is the family who 
has built them into the foundations of thei 
home. 


As Isaiah saw the Lord, so may we as we 
join in the service of worship each Sunday morn- 
ing. We may come into His presence through 
the hymns we sing, the prayers we pray or the 
message that we hear. It may be that we find 
Him in the still small voice. This we know, 
if we seek we shall find. Having found Him, 
we may feel Him near throughout the days 
that follow. 


It is through the church school too that 
we may learn to know Him better and interpret 
\s we study with our boys and girls 


His word. 
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we will be finding new knowledge and fresh 
emphasis that will help us interpret to them 
the truths that they are receiving for the first 
time. It is here that we as adults may lend 
our hand in the great teaching job that the 
church is doing. The harvest truly is plenteous 
and the laborers still are too few. It is here 
that we can work with those who have the re- 
sponsibility of carrying out the program of the 
church. In working in the program we soon 
become a part of it. 


\s we discover God and learn of His plan 
for us and His world, we are challenged by 
our church to do something about it. “The hori 
zons of our family are widened as we see the 
great need around us and ours ts the privilege 
to serve. The church has become important to 
us and our family. We feel her strength and 
her power. We should share that with others. 

(Mrs. D. P., Jr.) Beth MeceGeachy 


Quarterly Meditation and Prayer 


Joshua 1:16 “And they answered Joshua, 
saying, All that thou commandest us we 
will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us 


. ie 
we will go. 


Joshua has just challenged the Israelites to 
make the fateful crossing of the Jordan. They 
have no illusions as to the hardships which 
are entailed. But - past experience has taught 
them that they live in a world that is ruled 
by a holy, omnipotent God; they have a leade1 
in whom they can trust; and a great prize is 
to be gained. Thus their answer is prompt, 
cheerful, courageous. 


This season, still dominated by the spirit 
of Christmas and a New Year, faces us with an 
analogous situation. The future must be faced 

we cannot put the clock back. It may bring 
suffering and struggle. But the past experience 
of the Church leaves no doubt in the Christian 
mind that God is in control of His own universe. 
Furthermore, we have a Leader in whom we 
trust; no fallible, mortal man like Joshua— 
but God Himself incarnate in the Child. of 
Bethlehem, and through Him _ breaking the 
frontiers of Satan’s kingdom, and returning to 
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us to tell us that all is well, and that He has 
broken the enemy's power. And we have a 
great prize to win—the prize of full and endless 
fellowship with God and the saints. 


Let our mood, then, be that of the Israelites 
as we move on into 1956, 


PRAYER: O God our King, grant to us the 
spirit of willing discipleship in this coming 
vear. As we have knelt beside Christ’s humble 
birthplace, may our hearts be so flooded with 
gratitude for this amazing gilt, that we offer 
ourselves in return. It is Thy cause that we 
would serve in the days ahead, and not simply 
our own interests; therefore, help us that both 
in adversity and in success, we may show forth 
Thy glory. Let all our walk and conversation 
be such as becometh the Gospel of Christ. We 
ask this for His Name’s sake. Amen. 


Church News 


OVER 5.000.000 


During the early part of 1955, the AMER 
ICAN TRACT SOCIETY of New York City 
startled the evangelical publishing field with a 
completely new and different aid for use in 
leaflet evangelism. Trade-named “Tracards”, 
the first in the series, as a “trial balloon”, 
sisted of four Roy Rogers-Dale Evans full-colored 
234""x 31%" highly glossed cards, containing ex- 
hortations to attend Sunday school, and_ per- 
sonal testimonies as to what the Lord Jesus 
Christ means to these two cowboy stars, so well 
loved by children throughout the world. 








con- 


So amazing was the response that several 
months later a series of twelve illustrated Bible 
stories were added to the list, containing both 
Old and New Testament accounts. 


Reports of unusual results and unique meth- 
ods of distribution to reach children who would 
not ordinarily be touched by the customary 
child’s tract, encouraged the Society to prepare 
a completely new series to add to their cata- 
logue, now consisting of 26 titles. They were 
written by a jet pilot, a boat builder, a football 
player, a manufacturer of heavy earth-moving 
equipment, a wrestler, a pole vaulter, and a 
former cowboy singer. 


“The fact that we have already published 
over 5,000,000 Tracards indicates to us that the 
Lord has really set His seal of approval on this 
phase of our ministry,” said Henry G. Perry, 
Executive Secretary of the AMERICAN TRACT 
SOCIETY, at his office. 


A complete sample set will be mailed to any 
requesting it by writing directly to the Society 
at 21 West 46th Street, New York 36, N.Y. 
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begins January 30, 1956. 
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FORTY YEARS OF PROGRESS 

The story of American Foundation for Over- 
seas Blind, Inc., has been a story of light shed 
in the dark corners of the world. Since No- 
vember, 1915, when AFOB was created to help 
military personnel blinded in World War One, 
the Foundation’s program has become an all- 
embracing campaign for the relief, education 
and rehabilitation of blind people throughout 
the Free World. 


Though proud of its record, AFOB gives it- 
self no pats on the back. For it knows its 
admirable record would not have been possible 
without the help of the American people. They 
have supported this great humanitarian task 
consistently and unstintingly. 


Today, as never before, the blind people of 
the world look toward America for continued 
understanding and generosity. AFOB has made 
important advances, but the need remains criti- 
cal. It is only AFOB’s knowledge of the com- 
passion of the American heart that enables it 
to begin its forty-first year with unqualified 
conlidence in the loyalty of its friends every- 
where. 


Hong Kong Center Launched. A modern re- 
habilitation center for blind women has been 
opened at the Ebenezer School for the Blind 
in Hong Kong, thanks to help from AFOB. 


Mobile Units Fight Blindness on Formosa. 
Quietly and without fanfare the dedicated 


crews of AFOB’s mobile medical units are brav- 
ing incredible hazards to write day-to-day medi- 
cal history on the tiny island of Formosa. 
Since 1952, when AFOB became successor to 
the Association for the Chinese Blind, these 
units have been a vital part of a Formosa pro- 
gram which includes eye hospitals, Braille print- 
ing and vocational rehabilitation facilities 
which function under the AFOB-sponsored 
Committee for the Blind of Formosa. 


Traversing muddy swing-back roads with 
barely room for a single vehicle, mobile units 
leave every few days from Taipeh and Tainan. 
\n AFOB doctor, nurse and aides mince their 
way up mountains 13,000 feet high to bring 
the balm of modern medicine to primitive 
native tribes in remote villages ridden by filth 
and disease. 


In the early days, the units—complete eve 
hospitals mounted = in special truck vans— 
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stumbled on villages where no Westerner had 
been before. First there was fear and open 
hostility among natives—some of whom be- 
longed to head-hunting tribes. Gradually they 
came to tolerate the units. Finally, there was 
acceptance. Today, news spreads from village 
to village: The “power wagon” is coming, and 
by the thousands the blind, the near-blind and 
the going blind pour out of the cliffs to meet it. 


The results have been dramatic: At the be- 
ginning, many villages had a trachoma rate 
olf 90 per cent. Throughout the mountains, al- 
most every man, woman and child had some 
kind of eye disorder which, left untreated, might 
lead to blindness. Unit doctors gave thorough 
eye examinations to the literally thousands of 
natives who queued up beside the truck, per- 
formed hundreds of delicate eye operations, 
olten on rude tables in the open air. Tons of 
medicine were dispensed and the natives taught 
to use it. Trachoma and other blinding diseases 
are not dead on Formosa—but they are dying. 
And they are dying to an extent that is making 
Formesa a laboratory for the rest of the world. 

—From BULLETIN, American Foundation 
for Overseas Blind, Inc. 





P.T.L. to the Mau Maus 


Three Pocket Testament League teams, each 
including PTL evangelists, an interpreter and 
African Christian helpers, and each traveling 
in a specially-equipped sound truck, are now 
conducting great Gospel campaigns in areas 
which only a few months ago were the scenes 
of Mau Mau violence and bloodshed. 


The teams, distributing Scriptures and preach- 
ing the Gospel to thousands over public ad- 
dress systems, are traveling through Kenya 
Colony’s 52,000 square miles of native African 
reserves. The teams are working in the Mau 
Mau detention camps and among the 750,000 
Kikuyu tribespeople living in the reserves. Most 
of these people have now been rehabilitated, 
but it was estimated that between 70 and 80° 
of them took the Mau Mau oath. Some took 
the oath willingly, while many others took it 
under threat of torture or death. Today the 
majority of the Kikuyus see the folly of the 
Mau Mau policy of violence and have denounced 
it. 

Most of the people on the reserves are farmers. 
Some have attended mission or government 
schools and most are fairly well educated, but 
a great deal of superstition still exists among 
the Kikuyus. The taking of oaths has always had 
an important place in their tribal culture, and 
this is the reason the Mau Mau oath has had 
such a strong influence on the people. They 
believed that if they broke their oath to follow 
all the instructions of the Mau Mau leaders 
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(including killing anyone they were ordered to 
kill) they would be killed themselves by the 
oath. 


PTL teams will also be holding great evange- 
listic campaigns in Kenya’s big cities, where 
most of the Africans are more highly educated 
and more industrialized. 


— BOOKS. — 


RELIGION IN Prison. J. Arthur Hoyles. 
Philosophical Library. $3.50. 

Here is an authentic account of the part 
which Christianity plays in the life of a gaol. 
The book has a valuable section on the pioneer 
work done by evangelists, pastors and reformers 
in the 18th and 19th centuries. The author 
believes that the church’s concern for malefactors 
has been of tremendous value and many critics 
of the church overlook this contribution. 





He Grew 1n Wispom. John Pratt Whitman. 
Christopher Publishing House. $3.00. 


This volume is an imaginative life of the 
boy, Jesus, that grew out of the statement, “He 
grew in wisdom and stature and favor with God 
and man.” It begins with Jesus‘ twelfth birthday 
and carries Him through to His baptism by 
John the Baptist. Although there are some 
interesting aspects concerning this imaginative 
work, it is built upon a weak Christology. It 
does not do justice to the New Testament 
records. 





Stories From THE LiFe oF Jesus. April 
Oursler Armstrong. Garden City Books. $2.95. 


Here are 40 stories adapted for boys and girls 
from the famous best seller ““The Greatest Story 
Ever Told” by Fulton Oursler. This book will 
do for young people what Mrs. Armstrong's 
father did so well for adults. 





‘THE STRANGENESS OF THE CHuRCH. Daniel 
Jenkins. Doubleday & Company, Inc. $2.95. 


Dr. Jenkins asserts that our superficial fa- 
miliarity with the church is one of the greatest 
barriers to the understanding of its true nature. 
It requires a considerable effort of thought and 
imagination to see the church in the right 
setting. He reminds us that the church must 
be considered in the light of the whole history 
of those who call themselves the people of God 
from Abraham to Christ and from Christ’s time 
to our own day. When the church is looked 
at from this point of view its strangeness be- 
comes much more manifest for in the perspec- 
tive of history the church stands out as the 
most remarkable institution or group of institu- 
tions the world has ever seen. The strangeness 
of the church lies in the fact that while it 
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stands in the midest of the everyday life of the 
world, it makes unusual claims for itself and 
displays unusual qualities in justification of 
them. 


There is a realistic assessment of the nature 
and function of the church in this work and 
the reading of it will cause the reader to appre- 
ciate to a greater degree the article in the Apos- 
tles Creed “I believe in the holy catholic church.” 





A Srupy or THE Book oF’ Acts. Doctor 
Charles J. Woodbridge. Baker Book House. $2.50. 


Dr. Woodbridge states that the book we call 
The Acts of the Apostles was written by Luke, 
the beloved physician. He says that Luke was 
the recipient of first-hand information and an 
eye-witness to many of Paul’s missionary activi- 
ties. As such, he was a fit instrument in the 
hands of God to continue the glorious achieve- 
ments of the Holy Spirit during the early days 
of the Church. In this volume we see that the 
Book of Acts speaks with authority and urgency 
to our twentieth century. It is a classic of 
Church history and an understanding of this 
book is necessary for an intelligent grasp of 
the Pauline Epistles. Dr. Woodbridge writes, 
“There never was an era when the Church 
which Christ purchased with His precious blood 
needed more desperately to understand and to 
heed this message. The Book of Acts tells a 
Church which is impotent the secret of power. 
It indicates to a Church which seems frustrated 
the way of progress. It shows an over-institu- 
tionalized Church the real function of organiza- 
tion. It reveals to a Church which is smug and 
complacent the compelling urgency of her mis- 
sion. It makes clear to a Church which is be- 
coming dumb the insistent duty of witnessing. 
It reminds a Church which may be discouraged 
that there are heavenly resources of encour- 
agement.” 


Dr. Woodbridge has given us a challenging 
book on the challenging Book of Acts. There 
are many rich and individual blessings in this 
volume. 





Biste Women or Faritn. Hazel G. Neal. 


Warner Press. $2.00. 


The author has searched the Scriptures and 
written these brief pen portraits of thirty-two 
Biblical women. Some of the book is written in 
imaginary conversation; however, it is all based 
on the Biblical account. 





A CuristTMas Story AND Its EASTER SEQUEL. 
William Allen Knight. W. A. Wilde Co. $1.50. 
This book tells, with glowing vitality, and 
verve, a story out of Dr. Knight’s personal 
memories - a story of dramatic developments 
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beginning at a Christmas party in one of 
America’s old-time lumberlands and ending 
years after at Easter time in a garden outside 
a wall in Jerusalem. The author of this book 
will be remembered for his popular volume, 
“The Song of Our Syrian Guest.” 





LEARNING To HaAve FAITH. 


John A. Red- 
head. Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


Dr. Redhead begins this volume by recogniz- 
ing our need for faith. He points out that we 
need a religious faith because we must have a 
satisfactory interpretation of ultimate facts. 
Faith is also essential to tell us what to do about 
life as well as what to think about it. We are 
reminded that faith is a source of strength and 
there are times in life when we need to fall 
back upon this strength stronger than our own. 

Dr. Redhead rightly distinguishes between 
belief and trust. Belief is faith in a proposition. 
Trust is faith in a person. But both of these, 
he tells us, are the two doors of faith by which 
we enter into the meaning of salvation. 
Throughout the fifteen messages the recurring 
note is that because of a lack of faith many 
people go around as defeated Christians, but 
with faith they can become triumphant in 
Christ. This volume has a message for the vig- 
orous and healthy but is also of value for all 
who counsel individuals beset by neuroses and 
everyday troubles in our unbalanced world. 


—J.RR. 





Hupson TAYLor’s SPIRITUAL SECRET. Dr. and 
Mrs. Howard Taylor. Moody Press. $0.69. 


This record has been prepared especially for 
readers unfamiliar with the details of Hudson 
Taylor's life. There are many who have not 
read the two-volume biography of this distin- 
guished missionary, and his son felt that this 
abbreviated work would serve to convey some 
of the inward joy and power that Hudson Tay- 
lor found in Christ and Christian service. 





Love Tuy NEIGHBOR FOR Gop’s SAKE—Her- 
man Hoeksema. William B. Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


This ninth volume on the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism deals with the believer’s gratitude for 
his redemption. Here the second table of the 
Decalogue is fully discussed and applied to the 
conduct of human life and relationships in 
Soc iety. It is provocative and filled with 
valuable insights, 
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Have you 
remembered 
Foreign 


Missions 





in your will? 


| here’s spirtual satisfaction in knowing that your will—your last earthly business trans- 
action—contains a gift to the Lord’s work. 


There’s a joy in knowing that your gift will live far down into the future, carrying the 
Gospel to those in need. 


Many members of our Church have remembered Foreign Missions in their wills. Our 
Board of World Missions has not only provided a channel for the careful and efficient use 
of such gifts, but has frequently been able to assist donors in arranging their legacy ex- 
actly as they wish. 


If we can be of service to you in this way, please let us know. We have a little folder 
on wills that we will be glad to mail anyone on request. 








CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Forergu Missions a Share” 
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